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Opening Voluntary
All stand
Processional Hymn (Choir only verses 1 & 2)

Words: Sts. 1-2 and 4-6, Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt; st. 3, James Waring McCrady (b. 1938)
Music: Irby, melody: Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876); harm. Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929)
Descant: David Willcocks



The Bidding Prayer
Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of the
Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him
until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of
praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the
Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and
the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those
who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can number,
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us, saying:

The Lord’s Prayer (Said by all)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kindom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The priest says
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the
citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.
Remain standing for the

Invitatory Carol

A Boy was born in Bethlehem;
Rejoice for that, Jerusalem!
Alleluya.
He let himself a servant be,
That all mankind he might set free:
Alleluya.
Then praise the Word of God who came
To dwell within a human frame:
Alleluya.
Words: 16th century German words translated by Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)
Music: Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)



Please be seated.

First Lesson ~ Genesis 3:8-19 Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden
Read by Liam Whalen, An Acolyte
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all
the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike
your head, and you will strike his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” And
to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your
face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.”
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!

Carol

1. This is the truth sent from above,	2.
The truth of God, the God of love,		
Therefore don’t turn me from your door,		
But hearken all both rich and poor.		

The first thing which I do relate
Is that God did man create;
The next thing which to you I’ll tell
Woman was made with man to dwell.

3. Thus we were heirs to endless woes,
4.
Till God the Lord did interpose;		
And so a promise soon did run		
That he would redeem us by his Son.		

And at that season of the year
Our blest Redeemer did appear;
He here did live, and here did preach,
And many thousands he did teach.

5. Thus he in love to us behaved,
To show us how we must be saved;
And if you want to know the way,
Be pleased to hear what he did say.
English traditional carol
arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Carol

1. Adam lay y’bounden,
Bounden in a bond:
Four thousand winter
Thought he not too long.

2. And all was for an apple,
An apple that he took,
As clerkes finden
written in their book

3. Ne had the apple taken been,
The apple taken been.
Ne had never our lady
A-been heavenè queen.

4. Blessed be the time
That apple taken was.
Therefore we moun singen
Deo gracias!

Words: Anonymous 15th century
Music: Boris Ord (1897-1961)



Second Lesson ~ Genesis 22:15-18 God promises to faithful Abraham that his descendents will be blessed
Read by Travers Koerner, A member of the choir
The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the
LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will
make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for
themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!

Carol

1. The tree of life my soul hath seen,	2.
Laden with fruit and always green:		
The tree of life my soul hath seen,		
Laden with fruit and always green:		
The trees of nature fruitless be		
Compared with Christ the apple tree.		

His beauty doth all things excel:
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell,
His beauty doth all things excel:
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell,
The glory which I now can see
In Jesus Christ the apple tree.

3. For happiness I long have sought,
4.
And pleasure dearly I have bought:		
For happiness I long have sought,		
And pleasure dearly I have bought:		
I missed of all; but now I see		
‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree.		

I’m weary with my former toil,
Here I will sit and rest awhile:
I’m weary with my former toil,
Here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be,
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

5. This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree.
Words: From Divine Hyms or Spiritual Songs, compiled by Joshua Smith
Music: Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987)

Carol

1. On Christmas night all Christians sing,		2.
To hear the news the angels bring,			
On Christmas night all Christians sing,			
To hear the news the angels bring			
News of great joy, news of great mirth,			
News of our merciful King’s birth.			

Then why should men on earth be so sad,
Since our Redeemer made us glad,
Then why should men on earth be so sad,
Since our Redeemer made us glad,
When from our sin he set us free,
All for to gain our liberty?

3. When sin departs before his grace,		
4.
Then life and health come in its place			
When sin departs before his grace,			
Then life and health come in its place;			
Angels and men with joy may sing,			
All for to see the newborn King.			

All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night:
All out of darkness we have light,
Which made the angels sing this night:
‘Glory to God and peace to men,
Now and for evermore. Amen’

Words: English Traditional
Music: Sussex Carol, arranged by David Willcocks (b. 1919)



Third Lesson ~ Isaiah 9:2-7 The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior
Read by Susan Kartzke, Directress of the Altar Guild and Board Chair, Advent House
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them
light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all
the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!

Carol

1. Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming	2.
from tender stem hath sprung!		
Of Jesse’s lineage coming		
as seers of old have sung.		
It came, a blossom bright,		
amid the cold of winter,		
when half spent was the night		

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,
the Rose I have in mind,
with Mary we behold it,
the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.

3. O Flower, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendor
the darkness everywhere;
true man, yet very God,
from sin and death now save us,
and share our every load.
Words: St. 1-2 German, St. 3 Friedrich Layritz (1808-1859)
Music: Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)



Carol

1. Let folly praise that fancy loves, I praise and love that Child
Whose heart no thought, whose tongue no word, whose hand no deed defiled.
I praise him most, I love him best, all praise and love is his;
While him I love, in him I live, and cannot live amiss.
2. Love’s sweetest mark, laud’s highest theme, man’s most desired light,
To love him life, to leave him death, to live in him delight.
He mine by gift, I his by debt, thus each to other due,
First friend he was, best friend he is, all times will try him true.
3. Though young, yet wise, though small, yet strong; though man, yet God he is;
As wise he knows, as strong he can, as God he loves to bliss.
His knowledge rules, his strength defends, his love doth cherish all;
His birth our joy, his life our light, his death our end of thrall.
4. Alas! he weeps, he sighs, he pants, yet do his angels sing;
Out of his tears, his sighs and throbs, doth bud a joyful spring.
Almighty Babe, whose tender arms can force all foes to fly,
Correct my faults, protect my life, direct me when I die!
Words: Robert Southwell (c. 1561-1595)
Music: Richard Dirksen (b. 1921-2003)

Fourth Lesson ~ Isaiah 11:1-9 The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown
Read by Holly Heine, Director of Operations and Communications, Jericho Road Housing Iniative
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD shall
rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by
what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness
shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the
sea.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!

Carol

A tender shoot hath started up from a root of grace,
as ancient seers imparted from Jesse’s holy race.
It blooms without a blight, It blooms without a blight,
blooms in the cold bleak winter turning our darkness into light.
This shoot, Isaiah taught us, from Jesse’s root should spring.
The virgin Mary brought us the branch of which we sing.
Our God of endless might, our God of endless might,
gave her this child to save us, thus turning darkness into light.

Words: William Bartholomew (19th cent.)
Music: Otto Goldschmidt (1829-1907)



Hymn

Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)
Music: Richmond, melody Thomas Haweis (1734-1820); adapt. Samuel Webbe (1740-1816);
harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950; desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971)
Reprinted from The Hymnal 1982.

Fifth Lesson ~ Luke 1:26-38
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High
Read by Verna Barnett, A Member of the Welcome Committee and an Acolyte
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort
of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since
I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!



Carol

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came,		
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;		
‘All hail!’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary,		
Most highly favored lady.’ Gloria!			

For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee,
Thy son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold;
‘Most highly favored lady.’ Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,		
‘To me be as it pleaseth God’, she said,		
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name’:
Most highly favored lady. Gloria!			

Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,
‘Most highly favored lady.’ Gloria!

Words: Paraphrase by Sabine Baring-Gould
Music: Basque Carol, Arr. Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)

Carol

1. Softly a light is stealing,	2. My soul doth magnify the Lord:
Sweetly a maiden sings,		 And my spirit hath rejoiced, in God my Savior.
Ever wakeful, ever wistful,
Watching faithfully, thankfully,
tenderly her King of Kings.
3. Mary her song to Jesus
Softly, serenely sings:
‘I will love you, I will serve you,
May my lullaby glorify,
magnify my King of kings.’
Words and Music: Andrew Carter (b. 1939)

Sixth Lesson ~ Luke 2:1-7 Jesus is born in Bethlehem
Read by Julio Figueroa, Member of the Real Presence Committee, Board Member of Advent House
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!

Carol

Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir;		
We will lend a coat of fur,				
We will rock you:					
See the fur to keep you warm,			
Snugly round your tiny form.			

Mary’s little baby, sleep, sweetly sleep,
Sleep in comfort, slumber deep;
We will rock you:
We will serve you all we can,
Darling, darling little man.

Music & Words: Czech carol
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Carol

1. What sweeter music can we bring	2.
Than a carol, for to sing		
The birth of this our heavenly King?		
Awake the voice! Awake the string!		
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,		
And give the honor to this day		
That sees December turned to May,		
That sees December turned to May.		

Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn
Thus on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
‘Tis he is born, shose quickening birth
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven and the under-earth.

3	 We see him come, and know him ours,
4
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,		
Turns the patient ground to flowers,		
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.		
The darling of the world is come.		

The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,
Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly, and this ivy wreath,
To do him honor, who’s our King,
And Lord of all this revelling.

What sweeter music ...
Words: Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
Music: John Rutter (b. 1945)

Seventh Lesson ~ Luke 2:8-16 Shepherds go to the manger
Read by Herschel Abbott, Former Senior Warden, Board Member of Advent House
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!

Carol

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan.
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone.
Snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter long ago.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter, a stable place sufficed,
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Enough for Him, whom cherubim worship night and day.
A breast full of milk, and a manger-full of hay.
Enough for Him, whom angels, fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel, which adore.

What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb
If I were a wise man, I would do my part.
Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart.

Soloist: Jethro Celestin
Words: Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
Music: Harold Darke (1888-1976)
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Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.
Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958)
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Eighth Lesson ~ Matthew 2:1-12 Wise men are led by the star to Jesus
Read by The Very Reverend Susan Gaumer, Rector of St. Andrew’s and Dean of the uptown deanery.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country
by another road.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!

Carol

1. There came three Kings from Galilee	2.
Into Bethlehem that fair city		
To seek to him that e’er should be by right		
Lord and King and Knight.		

“O whence be ye, you Kinges three?
From the East, as you may see,
To seek to him that e’er should be
By right Lord, King and Knight.

3. When they came into the place
Where Jesus and His Mother were
Offered they up with great solace
In company God, incense, and myrrh.
Words: Anon. (Old English)
Music: Robert Elmore (1913-1985)

Ninth Lesson ~ John 1:1-14 The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory
Read by the Bishop
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!
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Please stand and sing
Hymn

4

Words:
Music:
		
Descant:

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing;
Refrain

John Francis Wade; tr. Frederick Oakely and others
Adeste fideles, melody att. John Francis Wade,
harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
David Willcocks

Closing Prayers
14

The Blessing
Hymn

Words: Charles Wesley
Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn; adapt. William H. Cummings
Descant: David Willcocks

Voluntary ~ In Dulci Jubilo................................................................................................. Johann Sebastian Bach
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Schedule of Holiday Services:

Sunday, December 18 (Advent 4)
7:30 AM ~ The Holy Eucharist (1928 BCP)
10:00 AM ~ The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
6:00 PM ~ Real Presence

Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
5:00 PM ~ The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
9:00 PM ~ The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
10:00 AM ~ The Holy Eucharist (Chapel)

Regular Schedule of Services:

Sundays			
7:30 AM ~ The Holy Eucharist (1928 BCP)
10:00 AM ~ The Holy Eucharist (Sung)
6:00 PM ~ The Holy Eucharist (Real Presence)

Weekdays
12:15 PM ~ The Holy Eucharist

Saturdays
9:30 AM ~ The Holy Eucharist, Rite I

The Clergy & Staff of
Christ Church Cathedral
wish you and yours
a blessed holiday season.
Cathedral Concerts is an outreach ministry of Christ Church Cathedral.
These events are dedicated to the Glory of God in memory of
Mrs. Francis Lawrence Martin
whose generosity funds the concert series.
Your contributions help defray the expenses of this series and are greatly appreciated.
Plates are located at the exits.

Soprano
Robin Goode
Anna Hamilton
Victoria Hammel
Mary Hawkins
Pamela McCall

Alto
Carrie Deyo
Kerry Hayes
Jennifer O’Brien
Anna Wisenbaker

The Choir

Tenor
Christopher Abide
Mikey Cammarata
Bart Folse
Ryan Garrity
The Rev. William Morris

Bass
Jethro Celestin
Mikey Corcoran
Peter Dorsett
Steve Hammel
Jonathan Hawkins
Travers Koerner

