The Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020
10:00 AM

The Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Celebrant - The Very Reverend David Allard duPlantier, Dean
Preacher - The Reverend Bridget K. Tierney

The Word of God
Opening Voluntary
At the Entrance
The Schola sings
O come, O come, Emmanuel
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all thing mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the law,
in cloud, and majesty and awe.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed by God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Summary of the Law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.
The Schola sings
Lord have mercy Kyrie eleison
Lord, have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.
The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let thy
bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy
Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
The First Lesson ~ Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the
year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who
mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. They shall
build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations
of many generations. For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and

their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring
up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Schola sings
Psalm 126 In convertendo
Antiphon: The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *
		 and we are glad indeed.
		 then were we like those who dream.
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
		 like the watercourses of the Negev.
		 and our tongue with shouts of joy.
6 Those who sowed with tears *
3 Then they said among the nations, *
		 will reap with songs of joy.
		 “The Lord has done great things for them.”
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
4 The Lord has done great things for us, *
		 will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
The Second Lesson ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain
from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand. The Schola sings
Alleluia & Verse
V. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he has anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor.
The Holy Gospel ~ John 1:6-8,19-28
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it,
but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of
the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among
you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world.
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks
for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the
Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may
agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers [especially
], that they may, both by their
life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with meek heart and
due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of
their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every land [especially
], that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation,
they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor [
in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.

and] all those who

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear [especially
],
beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good
examples of [
and of ] all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
The Confession of Sin and Absolution
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And with thy spirit.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Table
Anthem
Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice. Let your softness be known unto all men: the Lord is e’en at hand. Be
careful for nothing: but in all prayer and supplication, let your petitions be manifest unto God, with giving of thanks. And
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesu. Amen.
Words: Philippians 4:4-7
Music: Anonymous. Mid 16th century, English.

The Great Thanksgiving ~ Eucharistic Prayer I
Sursum Corda
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People
It is meet and right so to do.
The Celebrant proceeds
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.
Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life;
that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to
behold his appearing.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name;
evermore praising thee, and saying,
The Schola sings
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Then the Celebrant continues
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his
holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for
this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we,
thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer
unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits
procured unto us by the same.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and
sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according

to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his
most blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most
humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we,
and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living
sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion,
may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly
benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept
this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world
without end. AMEN.
People and Celebrant
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Schola sings
The Fraction Anthem
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.
The Prayer of Humble Access
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold
and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
The Invitation to and Distribution of Holy Communion
As you approach the table for the bread, please sanitize your hands. Please be sure your mask is in place totally over your nose and
observe at least 6 feet of physical distance. Return to your seat. The Celebrant will indicate the time to consume the bread. Return
the paper cup to the basket by the St. Charles entrance at the end of the liturgy.
Anthem
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth,
And manifest thy virgin birth:
Let every age adoring fall;
Such birth befits the God of all.
The virgin womb that burden gained
With virgin honor all unstained;
The banners there of flesh arrayed,
The promised fruit to man displayed.

Begotten of no human will,
But of the Spirit, thou art still
The Word of God in flesh arrayed,
The promised fruit to man displayed.
All laud, eternal Son, to thee
Whose advent sets thy people free.
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Holy Ghost for evermore.

Words: Saint Ambrose (340-397), translated by J.M. Neale and others
Music: Traditional melody adapted by Michael Praetorius (1571-1621), arranged by David Willcocks

Please join in saying
Post-Communion Prayer
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy
favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee,
O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all
honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
The Seasonal Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light
of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant
in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.
Welcome and Announcements
The Dismissal
People Thanks be to God.
The Retiring Procession
The Schola Sings
Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear!
The evening is advancing, and darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh;
up, watch in expectation! at midnight comes the cry.

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;
arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere!
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth’s redemption, and ever be with thee!

Closing Voluntary
Our thanks go to
Jethro Celestin, Jennifer O’Brien-Brown, Cleona Torres, and Nicholas Yetter for singing this morning.

Copyrights

The Mass (Sanctus, Agnus Dei) is the setting by John Merbecke
The Alleluia is from Gradual Psalms for the Revised Common Lectionary, ed. Bruce E. Ford. Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Announcements

Christmas Eve - The Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 6:00 PM
Christmas Day - The Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 10:00 AM

The best of
A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols
Broadcast on WGSO - AM radio 990
Christmas Eve at 8:00 PM
and at http://cccnola.org
beginning on Sunday, December 20.

Christmas Flowers

If you would like to make a
contribution toward the Christmas
Flower array in honor of, or in
memory of a loved one, please clearly
note this on a Christmas Flower
envelope - return it to the Cathedral
office by Monday, December 21.
Names will be listed in the Christmas
service leaflets. Many thanks!

Christmas at the Cathedral

Thursday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
6:00 PM ~ The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Bishop Thompson, Preacher
Friday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day
10:00 AM ~ The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
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Vestry
2021
John Sibal (Senior Warden), Jethro Celestin, Borden Wallace
2022
Justin Allen, Melissa Montero (Junior Warden),
Jennifer O’Brien-Brown (Treasurer)

The Week of December 13, 2020
Sunday
The Third Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM The Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Sung) (Cathedral)
6:00 PM Evening Eucharist, Rite II (Cathedral)
Monday
12:15 PM The Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Harris Chapel)
Tuesday
12:15 PM The Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Harris Chapel)
Wednesday
12:15 PM The Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Harris Chapel)
5:30 PM Zoom Evening Prayer
Thursday
12:15 PM The Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Harris Chapel)
Friday
12:15 PM The Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Harris Chapel)
Sunday
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00 AM The Holy Eucharist, Rite I (Sung) (Cathedral)
6:00 PM Evening Eucharist, Rite II (Cathedral)

2023
Les Leathem, Charles Meade, Judson Mitchell (Secretary)
2024
Chris Brown, Amanda George, Curtis Herring
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simply go to:
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Online streaming and downloadable
podcast at www.wgso.com

bit.ly/ccc-eblast
and sign up!
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