The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020
10:00 AM

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Celebrant & Preacher - The Very Reverend David Allard duPlantier, Dean

The Word of God
Opening Voluntary
At the Entrance
The Schola sings
“Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us,
the shout of rampart-guards surrounds us:
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight’s peace their cry has broken,
their urgent summons clearly spoken:
“The time has come, O Maidens wise!

Rise up, and give us light;
the Bridegroom is in sight.
Alleluia!
Your lamps prepare and hasten there,
that you the wedding feast may share.”

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Schola sings
Gloria in excelsis
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us children of God
and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again
with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The First Lesson ~ Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of
Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other
gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his

offspring many. “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord,
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods
of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Then the people
answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought
us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight.
He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove
out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive
your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and
consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said
to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are
witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of
Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant
with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.
Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Schola sings
Psalm 78:1-7 Attendite, popule
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
		 incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
		 I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
		 we will not hide from their children.
4 We will recount to generations to come
		 the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
		 and the wonderful works he has done.

5

He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
		 which he commanded them to teach their children;
6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
		 that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
		 and not forget the deeds of God,
		 but keep his commandments;

The Second Lesson ~ 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until
the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command,
with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Schola sings
Alleluia & Verse
V. Be watchful and be ready,
for you know not when the Son of Man is coming.
The Holy Gospel ~ Matthew 25:1-13
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;
but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But
at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up

and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;
and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell
you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
God from God, Light from Light,
and his kingdom will have no end.
true God from true God,
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
begotten, not made,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
of one Being with the Father.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
Through him all things were made.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
For us and for our salvation
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
he came down from heaven:
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
by the power of the Holy Spirit
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
and was made man.
Prayers of the People, Form I
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this city (town, village,__________), for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer space], let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For_______________, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of [___________ and of all the] saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to
Christ our God. To You, O Lord our God.
Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
The Confession & Absolution
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

The Liturgy of the Table
Solo
The King shall come when morning dawns,
An light triumphant breaks;
When beauty gilds the eastern hills,
And life to joy awakes.
Not as of old a little child
To bear, and fight, and die,
but crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.

O brighter than that glorious morn
Shall this fair morning be,
When Christ, our King, in beauty comes,
And we His face shall see!
The King shall come when morning dawns,
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray,
Come quickly, King of kings.

Words: Greek - translated by John Brownlie (1859-1925)
Music: arr. Ludwig Lenel

The Great Thanksgiving ~ Eucharistic Prayer A
Sursum Corda
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People
Celebrant
People

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth.
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
The Schola sings
Sanctus & Benedictus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Schola sings
The Fraction Anthem
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Invitation to and Distribution of Holy Communion
As you approach the table for the bread, please sanitize your hands. Please be sure your mask is in place totally over your nose and
observe at least 6 feet of physical distance. Return to your seat. The Celebrant will indicate the time to consume the bread. Return
the paper cup to the basket by the St. Charles entrance at the end of the liturgy.
anthem
Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray.
To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly.
Music: Martin How (b. 1931)
Text: Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester (c. 1197-1253)

Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Welcome and Announcements
The Dismissal
People Thanks be to God.
The Retiring Procession
The Schola sings
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land:
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
hold me with thy powerful hand;
bread of heaven, feed me now and ever more.

Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through;
strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield.

Closing Voluntary
Our thanks go to Cleona Torres, Claire Givens, and Olivia Seal for singing this morning.

Copyrights
The Mass setting (dedicated to The Reverend Canon Dr. David B. Lowry) is by McNeil Robinson
and broadcast with permission from Mr. Robinson’s estate.

Announcements
The School for Contemplative Living announces its 11th Annual Contemplative Conference, “Cosmic Hope in a Time of
Crisis” with Ilia Delio. Ilia Delio is a Franciscan Sister, theologian, biologist and Villanova University Professor. She has authored
17 books including The Unbearable Wholeness of Being: God, Evolution, and the Power of Love and an autobiography Birth of a
Dancing Star. The Conference will be held on Saturday, November 14, 2020, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. via livestream. Registration
is $49. Please go to www.thescl.net to register.
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The gifts of faith
BY THE REV. MATTHEW WOODWARD
The parable of the wise and foolish virgins
brings back so many rector wedding memories. I
have to say, virgins trimming wicks are few and
far between in early 21st century Bay Area
weddings; you are more likely to find mason jars
liberally strewn around the barn venue and handwritten
chalkboards offering tri-tip, which you can eat perched on a
bale of hay. But the frenetic last-minute energy of things
needing to be fixed is just the same today as in scripture.
If you get stuck in the anxiety, keeping company with the
wedding planner and their staff, you are going to miss the
point of the event.
Weddings confer the blessing of companionship. We can get
stuck in the mechanics of delivery and all of the anxiety it
generates. Or we can acknowledge that love is a great gift,
and we should be grateful for it.
I once oversaw a wedding in which the couple forgot to get a
license. I took a deep breath, made sure they had a
wonderful day, and secretly remarried them a month or two
later. Their love for each other was a gift. We found a way to
fix the paperwork.

For reflection
• Doyougetstuckintheanxiety
ofstewardshipandjusthow
muchittakestorunachurch?
• Whatifyoustartedthinking
aboutgivingbylookingata
fingerpaintingofMaryand
Josephyourpreschooler,face
beaming,justbroughtyou
(stillwet)fromSunday
School?

Faith is a gift, Christian community is a gift; worship,
children’s choirs and that moment when teenagers suddenly make a profound connection with
their faith: These are all gifts. We could get caught up in the anxiety of paying for it all, or we
could just say thank you and write the pledge that shows how grateful we are for all we have
received.
The Rev. Matthew Woodward is an Englishman on the West Coast of America and the Rector of Transfiguration
Episcopal Church in San Mateo California. He is a recent puppy parent, and loves comics. He has also found
stewardship ministry to be a real joy, rather than the other thing, in recent years.
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The Week of November 8, 2020
Sunday
The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
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